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To the PUBLIC. 


= Bill of His Grace the 
Duke of Richmond pro- 
poſes a Syſtem of parliamentary 
Reform, which will be partially, 


if not wholly, adopted in Ireland. 
It will at leaſt afford a Ground< 


work for whatever Superſtrufture 
Iriſh Policy piay deem it expedi= 
ent to erect. The Bill, therefore, N 


of ſuch Conſequence in one King« 
dom, contains Principles Which 


ſhould be generally diffuſed i in the 


| other ; and with a laudable view 


to National Utility, it is now pub 
liſhed. ee \ Op | 


R 
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925 
With reſpect to the object of a 
Parliamentary Reform, it is of 


that magnitude, to call for the 


Exertion of every Friend of this 
Country in its favour. The Duke 
of Richmond has formed a Plan; 3 
the Iriſh Volunteers will probably 
be the firſt to embrace each Part 
of the Syſtem which they con- 
ceive to be falytary. It only re- 


mains, that the people of Eng- 


land Gould imitate ſo glorious an 
Example, and ſeize with avidity 
the preſent golden Opportunity. 
Happily: for the Kingdom, (and 
not a lutle commodious for them- 
ſelves) the Nominal Whigs being 


now 


1 
noir in full Pot un of l 
Powers of Government; and hav- 


ing never in a ſingle inſtance 
apoſtatized from their Principles, 
nor departed from their Profeſ- 


fions, they cannot, conſiſtent witn 


common Decency, refuſe to ap- 
prove of this Meaſure; but muſt 
applaud a Bill, the adoption of 
which would be attended with 
the happieſt Conſequences to Con- 
ſtitutional Liberty. 


Piccadilly, 29th Oc. 1783. 
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A BILL ENTITLED 
An 4 6-F 


for declaring and reſtoring the natural, 

* wnalienable, and equal Right of ALL 
the Commons of Great Britam (Infants, 
Perſons of inſane Mind, and Criminals 
incapacitated by Law, only excepted) to 
vote in the Election of their Repreſenta- 
tives in Parliament: For regulating the 

Manner of ſuch Elections: For reſtoring 
annual Parliaments ; For giving an He- 
reditary Seat to the fixteen Peers which 
ſhall be elected for Scotland: And for 
eſtabliſhing more equitable Regulations 
concerning the Peerage of Scotland. 


1 ————_— the Life, Liberty, and 

Property of every Man, is or may 

be affected by the Law of the Land in 

which he lives, and every Man is bound 
to pay Obedience to the ſame. 


And 


: 
x 
i] 
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And whereas, by the Conſtitution of this 
Kingdom, the Right of making Laws is 
veſted in the three Eſtates of King, Lords, 


and Commons, in Parliament aſſembled, 
and the Conſent of all the three ſaid Eſtates, 


comprehending the whole Community, is 


neceſſary to make Laws which bind the 
whole Community. 


And whereas the Houſe of Commons. 
repreſents all the Commons of the Realm, 


and the Conſent of the Houſe of Commons 
binds the Conſent of all the Commons of 


the Realm, in all Caſes on which the Le- 
giſlature is competent to decide. 


And whereas no Man is, or can be, ac- 


tually repreſented who hath not a Vote in 
the Election of his Repreſentative. 


And whereas it is the Right of every 
Commoner of this Realm (Infants, Per- 
| ſons 


2 


ſons of in fame Mind, and Criminals inca- 
Pacitated by Law, only excepted) to have 


1 5 a Vote i in the Election of the Repreſenta- 


tive who f is to give his Conſent to the 
making of Laws by which he is to be 
| a 
ö 

And whereas the N e of Perſons 
who 10 ſuffered to vote for electing the 
Members of the Houſe of Commons, do 
not at this Time amount to one fixth Part 
of the whole Commons of this Realm, 
whereby far the greater Part of the ſaid 
5 are deprived of their Right to 
elect their Repreſentatives; and the Con- 
ſent of the Majority of the whole Commu- 
nity to the paſſing of Laws is given by 
Perſons whom they have not delegated for 
ſuch Purpoſe ; and the Majority of the ſaid 
Community are governed by Laws made 
by a very ſmall Part of the ſaid Commu- 
vity, and to which the ſaid Majority have 
not 


fiot in fa& conſented by themſelves or by 
their Repreſentatives. 


And whereas the State of Election of 
Members of the Houſe of Commons, hath 
in Proceſs of Time ſo groſsly deviated from 
its ſimple and natural Principle of Repre- 
ſentation and Equality, that in ſeveral 


Places the Members are returned by the 


Property of one Man; that the ſmalleſt 
Boroughs ſend as many Members as the | 
largeſt Counties ; and that a Majority of 
the Repreſentatives of the whole Nation 
are choſen by a Number of Voters not ex- 
ceeding twelve Thouſand, = 


Now, for Remedy of ſuch partial and 
unequal Repreſentation, and of the many 
Miſchiefs which have ariſen therefrom ; 
and for reſtoring, aſſerting, and maintain- 
ing the Rights of the Commons of this 
Realm, Be it declared and enacted, and 


it 


(9) 
it is hereby declared and enacted by the 
King's moſt excellent Majeſty, by and with 
the Advice and Conſent of the Lords Spi- 
ritual and Temporal, and Commons in 
this preſent Parliament aſſembled, and by 
the Authority of the ſame; That every 
Conmoner of this Realm (excepting only In- 
fants; Perſons of ini ſane Mind, and Crimi- 
nals incapacitated by Law) hath a natural 
unalienable and equal Right to vote in the 
Election of his Repreſentative in Parliament, 


And TE. it was accorded by Statute 
in the fourth Year. of the Reign of King 
Edward the Third, , That a Parliament 
„ ſhould be holden every Year once, and 
. more often if need be 3” which Statute 
was confirmed by another Statute paſſed in 
the 36th Year of the Reign of the ſaid 
_ King Edward the Third: And the Practice 
im ancient Times was, for Writs to iſſue 
for the Election of a New Parliament 
every Year. 


B And 
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And whereas frequent Elections are in- 
diſpenſably neceſſary to enable the Com- 
mons to alter and amend the Choice of 
their Repreſentatives, as they may ſee Oc · 
caſion; and ſuch Elections ought to be as 
frequent as may be, conſiſtent with the Uſe 
of a repreſentative Body; and the ancient 
Practice of annual Elections is well calcu- 
lated for ſuch Purpoſe. ; 


And whereas Triennial and Septenniat 
Parliaments, by rendering the Exerciſe of 8 
the Right of Election leſs frequent, tend 
to make the Repreſentatives leſs dependent 
on their Conſtituents than they always 
ought to be; and alſo deprive the Com- 
mons for many Vears after they come of 
Age of their Franchiſe of electing their 
own Repreſentatives: Be it declared and 
enacted by the Authority aforeſaid, that the 
Elettion of Members to ſerve in the Houſe 
of Commans ought to be annual. 


And 


(#1) 
And whereas, in order to reform the 
manifold Abuſes which in Proceſs of Time 
have been ſuffered to take Root in the 
Manner of electing the Repreſentatives of 
the Commons, and in order to eſtabliſh a 
free, true, and equal Repreſentation of all 
the People, it is neceſſary that all the 
Laws reſpecting the Election of Members 
of Parliament, not applicable to the preſent 
intended Reform, ſhould be repealed and 
annulled, and that the Manner of electing 
the Commons in Parliament, and all Mat- 
ters and Things reſpecting the ſame, be 
new modelled according to the preſent 
State of the Kingdom, and to the ancient 
and unalienable Rights of the People 3 
Be it enacted by the Authority aforeſaid, 
that all future Elections for Repreſenta- 
tives of the Commons of Great Britain in 
Parliament, ſhall be made according to the 
Proviſions and Regulations of this Act, and 
not otherwiſe ; and that all other Adds, 
B 2 - Laws, 


A. Si 
Laws, Cuſtoms and Uſages contrary theres 
to, or ſuch Parts of them as are inconſiſt- 
ent therewith, ſhall be, and the ſame are 
hereby repealed, annulled, and made void 
to all "hae and 1 2p . 05 
And beit further enacted, that the Num- 
ber of Members to ſit in the Houſe of 
Commons ſhall remain and be the ſame as 
at preſent, and ſhall conſiſt of foe Hundred 
end ff —— os 
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And whereas the due Proportion of 
commoners to elect each Member of Par- 
liament | can be properly determined but 
from a Knowledge of the whole Number 
of Commoners in the Kingdom having a 
Right to vote: 5 Be it enacted, that in or- 
der to aſcertain the ſame, this Act ſhall 
forthwith be tranſmitted by one of His 
Majeſty J principal Secretaries of State to 
the Miniſter of each ——_ and likewife 

i to 


( 13 ) 

to each acting Juſtice of the Peace, in Great 
Britain: And each of the ſaid Miniſters 
| ſhall read, or cauſe to be read, the ſaid Act 
in his Pariſh Church; immediately after 
divine Service, and before the Sermon every 
Sunday in the Month of November next: 
And each of the ſaid Juſtices of the Peace 
within their reſpective Diſtricts ſhall dili- 
gently enquire on every Sunday in the ſaid 
Month of November- next, -whether the 
ſeveral Miniſters have read this A& acs 
cordingly; and if it ſhall be found that 
any Miniſter ſhall have neglected ſo to do, 
the Juſtice of the Peace finding ſuch Neg- 
lect, ſhall cauſe this Act to be read by 
fome other Perſon on the next Sunday, itt 
fuch Pariſh Church, in Manner aforefaid.- 
And be it further enacted, that on the 
Firſt of December next, the Miniſter of 
each Pariſh, together with the Church 
Wardens and Overſeers of the Poor, ſhall 
GEL hold 


( #4 ) 


hold a Veſtry at the Church in the ſaid 


Pariſh, which ſhall open at Eight o'Clock 
m the Forenoon, and ſhall cloſe at Six 
o'Clock in the Afternoon of the ſame Day, 
at which all Perſons, not belonging to the 
Royal Navy, or ſerving in the embodied 
Militia or Army, and being on that Day 
in the ſaid Pariſh, ſhall have Liberty to 
attend. And the faid Miniſter, Church 
Wardens and Overſeers, ſhall make out a 
true and correct Liſt of the Chriſtian and 
Surname, Trade, Occupation, Age, and 
uſual Place of Dewlling, of all the Men of 


the Age of 21 Years and upwards, who 


on that Day ſhall be in their reſpective 
Pariſhes, and who ſhall appear and claim 
a Right to vote for the Election of Mem- 
bers of Parliament, and ſhall ſubſcribe and 
take the following Oath before the ſaid 
Miniſters, Church Wardens and Overſeers, 
who are hereby enabled and required: to, 
adminiſter the fame, vizc #51 A. B. do 


« ſwear, 


U 
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41 
«ſwear, that I am a naural born Subject 
„„ of Great Britain, that I am of the 
« Ape of twenty-one Years, that I am 
« not ſerving in the embodied Militia, 
„ nor belonging to the Royal Navy or 
« Army, and that I have not this Day 
been to claim my Right of voting for 
„the Election of a Member of Parlia- 
„ ment, or have been ſworn for the ſame, 
© before, in this or any other Pariſh or 
% Place, fo help me God.” And ſuch 
Liſts ſo made out ſhall be certified, under 
the Signature and Seal of the ſaid Miniſter, 
and of each of the Church Wardens and 
Overſeers who ſhall attend ſuch Veſtry, to 
be a true and correct Liſt; and a Copy of ; 
the ſame ſhall be taken and preſerved by 
fuch Miniſter, and by each of the ſaid 
Church Wardens and Overſeers; and ſuch 
original Liſt, together with all the Copies 
of the ſame, - ſhall on the 15th of De- 
cember next be carried by ſuch” Miniſter; 
a Church 


Church Wardens and Overſeers, to ths 
Juſtices of the Peace, who are hereby res 
quired to hold Petty Seffions on that Day 
within their reſpective Diviſions; and ſuch J 
Liſts and Copies ſhall then and there be ; 
{worn to as true and correct, before ſuch 
Juſtices of the Peace, by ſuch Miniſter, 
Church Wardens and Overſeers; and theit 
reſpective Affidavits ſhall be certified oft 
the ſaid Liſt by ſuch Juſtices of the Peace. 
And ſuch. original Liſt, ſo ſworn to, ſhall 
by ſuch Juſtices of the Peace be tranſmit- 
ted to the Clerk of the Peace of their re- 
ſpective Counties, or to the Town Clerk 
in Cities which are Counties of themſelves, 
” ſo that ſuch Clerk of the Peace, or Town 
Clerk, may receive them on or before 
the firſt of January next. And the ſaid 
Clerks of the Peace, and Town Clerks, 1 
| ſhall tranſmit the ſaid Liſts to one of His 
h | Majeſty's Principal retarices of State, ſo 
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| that he may receive them on or before the 


( 
20th of January next. And one of the ſaid 
Secretaries of State ſhall forthwith ſend the 
ſaid Liſt to the Twelve Judges, who ſhall 
meet in the Exchequer Chamber on the 
21ſtof January next, for the N of re- 


ceiving * TI. 


And be it enacted, that the faid Twelve 
Judges, then and there aſſembled, ſhall di- 
vide the total Number of Perſons fo re- 
turned by the Number Five Hundred Fifty 
Eight, being the Number of Members to be 
choſen ; and the Quotient found ſhall be ad- 
judged to be the Number of Perſons having 
ly Right to elect one Member of Parliament. 
And the ſaid Judges fhall then proceed to 
compute from the faid Liſts, the Number 
of Perſons who have a right to vote in each 
County, or City being a County of itſelf, 
in Great Britain; and ſhall determine the 
Number of Members to be elected by each 
Coutity,' or City being a County of itſelf, in 

C Propor- 
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C8) 
Proportion, (or as near as may be) to ſuch 
Number of Electors in each County or 


City, giving the Adyantagt to the {ſmaller 


Counties or Cities, where the Numbers 


will: not admit of exact Diviſion, And 
the ſaid Judges, having ſo determined the 


Number of Members to be returned by 


each County, and City being a County of 
itſelf, and the Number of Electors to chuſe 


one Member, ſhall „on or before the iſt of 
TORY G an Account thereof 


„ „ 
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High, Chancellor ſhall, within four Days 


after receiving ſuch Account, ifſue his 
Wiit y the High Sheriff of each Coun- 
ty, and to the Chief Magiſtrate in each 
S which 18. 2 e of itſelf, in Great 


> @# # 


Jury, e Ag of al ſuch Parſons then : 


living as have. been heretofpre ſunynoned 
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( 9 ) 
on Grand Juries at the Aſſizes zn hir 
County, to meet at Eight o Clock in the 
Forenoon, on the 10th of March next, at 
the uſual Place of holding the Summer 
Aſſiaes for his County; and likewiſe the 
Miniſter, Church Wardens, and Overſeers 
of each Pariſh within his County to attend 
the ſaid Grand Jurys And the ſaid Chan- 
cellor ſhall tranſmit to the ſaid High Sheriff 


and Chief Magiſtrate, an Account of the 


Number of Members to be returned by his 
County, and of the Number of Electors 
to chuſe one Member; which Actount 
the ſaid Sheriff and Chief Magiſtrate ſhall 
deliver, or cauſe to be delivered, to the faid 
Grand Jury when afſembled: 


| And be it enacted, that on the toth of 
March next; the ſaid High Sheriff of each 
County, and Chief Magiſtrate of each City 
which is a County of itſelf; in Great Bris 
tain, ſhall attend, and be Foreman of, 
| C 2 the 


( 20 ) 

the ſaid Grand Jury; or in Caſe of una- 
voidable Abſence, another Perſon ſhall be 

choſen as Foreman by the ſaid Grand Jury. 
And ſuch Foreman is hereby authorized 
and required, firſt to take, and then to ad- 
miniſter to every Perſon ſummoned and 
who ſhall attend the ſaid Grand Jury, the 
following Oath : ** I A. B. do ſwear, 
„ that in the Allotment of the ſeveral 
« Pariſhes, or Parts of Pariſhes, into Diſ- 
_ « triQts, for the Election of Members of 
6 Parliament within this County, I will act 
according to the beſt of my Judgment 
and Diſcretion, fairly and equally, and 
«- for the Conveniency of the ſaid Diſ- 
« tricts, ſo help me God.” And the ſaid 
Grand Jury ſhall then proceed to diſtribute 
into Diſtricts the ſeveral Pariſhes of their 
County. And each Diſtrict ſhall conſiſt (as 
nearly as may be) of ſuch Number of Per- 
ſons, having a Right to vote, as are allotted 
to chuſe one Member of Parliament accord- 


ing 


( a1 


ing to the Liſts made out in ſuch Pariſhes, 
which will appear by the Duplicates pre- 
ſerved by the Miniſters, Church Wardens, 
and Overſeers, who are hereby required to 
attend ſuch Grand Jury with ſuch Dupli- 
cates. And where Pariſhes ſhall be greatly 
too large or too ſmall to form Piſtricts of 
themſelves, ſuch Pariſhes may be divided or 
joined either in whole or in part with other 
contiguous Pariſhes, for the Pu rpoſ; of form- 
ing Diſtricts as aforeſaid; according to the 
Judgment and Diſcretion of the ſaid Grand 
Jury. And the faid Grand Jury having 
ſo divided their County into Diſtricts, the 
fame ſhall be adjudged to be and be called 
Boroughs: And the ſaid Grand Jury ſhall 
affix to each Borat the Name of the 
principal Pariſh in ſuch Borough. And 
the ſaid Foreman ſhall return into the Court 

of Chancery, ſo that it may arrive there 
on or before the iſt of April next, a Liſt 
an ſuch * within his County, cer- 


Med 
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tified under the Hands and Seals of th 
ſaid Foreman and of all the Members who 
attended the faid Grand Jury. And ſuch 
Certificate ſhall be in the following form: 
4% We, whoſe Names are hereunto ſubs 
« ſcribed and Seals affixed, the Fore- 
% man and Grand Jury of the County 
« of , aſſembled on the 10th of 
« March 178 in Purſuance of an Ac 
66 paſſed in the _ Year of His preſent 
4 Majeſty's Reign, entitled an Act, &c. 
«do certify that the above Diſtribution 
« is an equal Diviſion of the ſaid County 
« into Diſtricts, as directed by the faid 
44 Act, or as nearly fo as the Circumſtances 
4 of this I would admit.” | 


And be i it enadted, that 1 of che 
ſaid Boroughs i in Great Britain, ſhall be ens | 
tifled in all future Elections to elect one 
Member to ſerve in the Commons Houſe 

% Parliament, and no more. And each 


1 


| 5 Member 
55. 4 ; | 


6230 
Member ſo elected ſhall be called a Bur- 


geſs. And the ſaid Burgeſſes ſhall conſti · 
tute and form the Houſe of Commons 
of Great Britain. And no County, City, 
or Borough (other ee is directed by this 
Act) ſhall in future be entitled to ſend 
any Knight, Citizen, or N to Par- 
lament. 'P 


Lok be it enafted, that the Lon High 
Chancellor, having received the Returns 
herein before directed to be made to him 
by the ſaid Foremen of Grand Juries, 
ſhall, on or before the 15th of April next, 
Iſſue his Writ to the High Sheriff of each 
County, and to the Chief Magiſtrate of 
each City being a County of itſelf, in Great 
Britain, for the Election of one Member 
to ſerve in Parliament for each of the 
ſeveral Boroughs within his County. or 
City : And the Form of the ſaid Writs 

ſhall 
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0 24 ) 
all be ſuch as is annexed to this Act. And 
the ſaid High Sheriff and Chief Magiſtrate: 
Mall, within four Days after the Receipt of 


The ſaid Writ, iffue his Precept to the 


Head Conſtable or Senior Peace Officer, 
for the Time being, of each Borough with- 


in his County or City (who i is hereby ap- 


pointed Returning Officerof ſuch Borough) 
for the Election of one Member to ſerve in 
Parliament for the ſaid Borough ; - and the 
Form of the ſaid Precept ſhall be ſuch as 
18 annexed t to this AQ, 

And be it enafted, Na. the Returning 
Officer of each Borough ſhall, on the 
15th of May next, cauſe Proclamation 
to be made in each Pariſh within his Bo- 
rough, that the Day fixed for chuſing a 
New Parliament is the iſt of Septent” 
ber following ; ; and that every Perſon, 
tending to offer himſelf as à Candi? 

date 


( 28 ) 
date for the faid Borough, and duly qua- 
lified by Law, is to ſend to him, the ſaid 
Returning Officer, a Declaration in Writ« 
ing, figned by ſuch Perſon; of his being 
a Candidate to repreſent the ſaid Borough; 
ſo that he the ſaid Returning Officer may 
receive the ſame on or before the i 5th of 
June next. And the faid Returning Officer | 
ſhall, on the 16th of June next, cauſe the 
faid Declaration or Declarations to be 
proclaimed in every Pariſh withia his 
Borough, and a Copy thereof atteſted 
under his Signature to be affixed on the 
Door of the Church of every Pariſh with- 
in his Borough; or in Caſe he ſhall not 
have received any ſuch Declaration, he 
ſhall make Proclamation that there are no 
Candidates for the faid Borough. And it 
ſhall and may be lawful for the Inhabitants 
of ſuch Borough to aſſemble in their re- 
ſpeQive Pariſhes on the 17th of June 
D next, 


( 26 
next, to conſider of the Candidates (if any) 
who ofter, and to declare any other Can- 
didate or Candidates they may think pro- 


per, by Writing addrefled to the Return- 
ing Officer, and ſigned by not lefs than 


one Hundred of the ſaid Inhabitants 3 


provided ſuch Declaration be delivered 
to the ſaid Returning Officer before Six 
o'Clock in the Evening on the ſaid 17th 
Day of. June next, and that the Qualifi- 
cation of ſuch Candidate or Candidates to 
ſit in Parliament be ſituate within the 
ſaid Borough. And the ſaid Returning 
Officer ſhall, on the 18th of June next, 
cauſe a Liſt of all ſuch Candidates, diſ- 
tinguiſhing thoſe who offer themſelves 
from thoſe who are ſet up by the Inhabi- 
tants, to be proclaimed in every Pariſh 
within his Borough, and likewiſe a Copy 
of ſuch Liſt, atteſted under his Signature, 
to be affixed on the Door of the Church 

of 


( 27.) 
of every Pariſh within his Borough. And 
the ſaid Returning Officer thall, on the ſaid 
18th of June next, tranſmit by the Poſt to 
one of His Majeſty's principal Secretaries 
of State a Liſt of ſuch Candidates. And 
one of the ſaid Secretaries of State ſhall 
cauſe the ſame to be inſerted in the Ga- 
zette on or before the 1 5th of July next: 
And no other Perſon ſhall thereafter become 


a Candidate for ſuch Borough at ſuch Elec- 
tion. 


And be it enacted, that every Perſon 
who ſhall be ſo declared by one Hundred 
of the Inhabitants of any Pariſh, - to be a 
Candidate for the Borough in which ſuch 
Parith is ſituate, and whoſe Qualification 
ſhall at the Time of ſuch Declaration be 
ſituate within the ſaid Borough, ſhall, if | 
choſen, be compellable to attend Parlia- 
ment hike other Members. Provided al- 
ways, that no Perſon, having ſerved for one 


D 2 Parliament, 


* 


g 


r tg Wiper 8 TE 75 x 8" es 
— — od )— —_—_ 


— — 
. 


( 28 ) 
Parliament, ſhall be compellable to ſerye 
again. 


And be it enacted, that the Senior Peace 


Officer for the Time being, of each Pariſh, 


ſhall a& as Deputy to the Returning Officer - 
of the Borough in which ſuch Pariſh is ſi- 
tuate, and ſhall in all Things reſpecting this 
Act, pay due Obedience to ſuch Directions 
as he ſhall receive from the Returning Of- 


ficer, and previouſly to his acting as his 


Deputy, ſhall take the following Oath 
before the ſaid Returning Officer, I A. B. 


„ will faithfully and honeſtly diſcharge 


& my Duty as Deputy to the Returning 


« Officer of the Borough of 


* in the Election of a Member of Parlia- 
ment, ſo help me God; which Oath 
the ſaid Returning Officer 1s hereby au- 


+ thorifed and required to adminiſter. 


And 


(29) 

And be it enacted, that on the 1ſt of 
September next, the Senior Peace Officer 
in each Pariſh throughout the Kingdom of 
Great Britain, ſhall make Proclamation at 
Eight o'Clock in the Forenoon, at the 
Church of the ſaid Pariſh, that he is 
immediately proceeding to the Election of 
a Member to ſerve in Parliament for the 
Borough in which ſuch Pariſh is ſituate; 
and that ſuch Election will cloſe at Six 
o'Clock on the ſame Evening. And ſuch 
Senior Peace Officer ſhall then declare the 
Names of ſuch Perſons as are legal Can- 
didates for ſuch Borough, and read, or 
cCauſe to be read, the Clauſes in this Act 
which inflict Penalties on Perſons who 
ſhall be found guilty of Perjury, Bribery, 
Corruption, or other Offences againſt this 
Act, and which incapacitate Perſons con- 
victed of certain Crimes from being elect- 
£d, or Dun voting for the Election of, a 
Member 


(300) 
Member of Parliament. And the ſaid 
Senior Peace Officer ſhall then proceed 
to collect the Votes, by taking a Poll 
an ſuch Manner as is herein aſter di- 
Feed, of all ſuch Men as ſhall on that 
Day be in the ſaid Pariſh and ſhall offer 
themſelves to vote. And ſuch Poll thall con- 


tinue open until Six o Clock in the After- 
noon of the ſame Day, and no longer. And 
every Man offering himſelf to vote, ſhall 
give an Account of his Chriſtian Name, 
Surname, Trade or Occupation, and uſual 
and laſt Place of Abode, and ſhall ſign his 
Name of make his Mark oppoſite to an 
Entry thereof wich ſhall be made in a 
. Book to be provided by the Senior Peace 
Officer for ſuch Purpoſa. And every Man 
offering himſelf to vote ſhall take the fol- 

loving Oath, Which che ſaid Officer. is 
hereby, authoriſed | and, required to ad- 
miniſter... 12 1g. B. do Hycar that Lam. a 
| natural 
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* natural born Subject of Great Britain, 
that I arg/twenty-one years of Age, that 


I have not on this Day voted before in 
e this Pariſh, or in any other Pariſh or 
Place, for the Election of a Member of 


« Parliament; that I am not an Officer, 


** 


„Non-commiſſioned Officer, Warrant- 
« Officer, Drummer, or private Man in 
« the embodied Militia, Navy, or Army; 
and that my Chriſtian Name, Surname, 
« Trade, Occupation, and uſual and laſt 
0 Place of Abode, is ſuch as by me now te. 
« clared, fo help me God.” And every 
Man offering himſelf to vote, ſhall further 
take ſuch Oath or Oaths as are, or may 
be, enacted againſt Bribery and Corrup- 
tion. And every man whatever (not of in- 
fane Mind, or a Criminal incapacitated by. - 
Law) offering himſelf to vote in any Pariſh, 
| who ſhall have given an Account of himſelf 
25 aforeſaid, and ſhall have taken the afore- 
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. 
ſaid Oaths, ſhall be admitted to Vote i# 
ſuch Election for ſuch legal Candidate as 
he ſhall think fit. 


And be it enacted, that in caſe the ſaid 
Senior Peace Officer ſhall have cauſe to 


| ſuſpe& that any Perſon voting at ſuch 


Election is not entitled fo to vote according 
to the true Intent and Meaning of this 
Act, or ſhall be requeſted by any of the 
Candidates, or by any of their Agents, to 
place a Quere oppoſite to the Name of any 
Voter, ſuch Officer ſhall enter in the Poll 


Book a Quere oppoſite to the Name of 
ſuch Voter, with the Reaſon of ſuch Quere, 


but ſhall not refuſe to take the Vote of any 
Man who ſhall have ſigned the Book and 


taken the Oaths aforeſaid; and the Va- 


lidity of ſuch queried Vote ſhall after- 
wards be determined, upon Petition, 
by the Committee of the | Houſe of 
TY Commons 


C1859 

Committee of the Houſe of -Commons to 
which ſuch Election ſhall be referred. 
And ſuch Peace Officer ſhall on the Day 
next after the Election deliver to the Re- 
turning Officer of his Borough che Poll 
Book ſo taken. And the Senior Peace Offi- 
cer of every Pariſh (hall provide a ſufficient 
Number of Clerks to aid and aſſiſt him in 
taking the ſaid Poll. And the Juſtices of 
the Peace in their Quarter Seſſions, to be os 
held next after ſuch Expence for the 
Hire of the ſaid Clerks and the Purchaſe 
of the ſaid Books ſhall have been incurred, 
ſhall allow the ſame, or ſo much as they 
| ſhall deem reaſonable ; and ſuch Expences 
fo allowed ſhall be paid by the Treaſurer 
of the County out of the County Rates. 
N And whereas Men F as Officers, 
Non-Commiſſioned Officers, Warrant 
Officers, Drummers or Private Men in 
| E the 


. 2 
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the embodied Militia, Navy or Army, 
may at the Time of Election be aſſembled 
together in large Bodies in places diſtant 
from their reſpective Pariſhes, and if 
fuffered to vote like other Subjects for 
whatever Borough they may chuſe, might 
combine together under improper Influ- 
ence and vote in Bodies, and thereby de- 
ſide the Election in Places to which they 
do not belong, and where they have no 
Connexion, to the Prejudice of the Inha- 
bitants of ſuch Places and of the Kin g- 
dom at large: And whereas it would be 
unjuſt that Men who expoſe their Lives for 
the Defence of their Country ſhould be 
deprived of thoſe eſſential Rights which 
are by this Act reſtored to every Subject, 
Be it enacted for the Preſervation of ſuch 


Rights, and for the Prevention of ſuch 
Tnconveniences, that every Officer, Non- 
Commiſſioned Officer, Warrant Officer, 
Drum- 


N 
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Drummer, and Private Man in the Em- 
- bodied Militia, Navy or Army ſhall be 


entitled to vote for the Election of a 
Member to repreſent him in Parliament 
in the Manner herein after directed and 


, roche, 


And be it ITY that every Officer, 
Non-Commiſſioned Officer, Warrant Of- 


ficer, Drummer and Private Man in the 


Navy or Army, and every Officer, Non- 
Commiſſioned Officer and Drummer of 
Militia when embodied, ſhall (if he ſhall 
ſo think fit) as ſoon as he ſhall arrive, or 
be, in any Port or Place within this King- 
dom, go before and be examined upon 
Oath by a Juſtice of the Peace touching 
the Place, of his laſt, Settlement if in 
England, or of his Birth if in Scotland ; 
and ſuch Juſtice of the Peace ſhall for the 
Purpoſe of this Act adjudge the ſame 

WE accordingly 
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accordingly, and give a Certificate of ſach 
Adjudication to the Commanding Officer 
of the Ship or Corps to which ſuch Man 
belongs; and when any Man ſhall enter 
or enliſt, or receive a Commiſſion in the 
Militia, Navy or Army, a ſimilar Pro- 
| ceeding in reſpect to ſuch Man ſhall 
be had if required; and the ſaid Com- 
manding Officer ſhall ſrom Time to Time, 
within eight Days after the Receipt of any 
ſuch Certificate from a Juſtice of the 
Peace tranſmit the ſame to the Office of 
Admiralty or War Office. And ſuch 
Certificate ſhall be filed and kept in 
the ſaid Office as Matter of Record. And 
the Board of Admiralty or Secretary at 
War ſhall, within one Month after the 
Receipt of ſuch Certificate, cauſe a Co- 
py thereof atteſted by the Secretary or 

Chet Clerk of * ſaid Office to be tranſ- 
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is adjudged to belong: And in caſe any 
Man ſhall be removed or drafted from one 
Ship or Corps to another, an Account'of 
ſuch Removal ſhall in like Manner be 
certified to ſuch Pariſh: And all ſuch 
Certificates ſo tranſmitted to ſuch Pariſh 
ſhall be preſerved in a CRE in the Church 
of ſuch Pariſh. | 


And K it further enacted, That every 
Officer, Non-Commiſſioned Officer, War- 
rant Officer, Drummer, or Private Man, 
in the Navy or Army, ſhall be entitled 
to. vote for the Election of 4 Member 
of Parliament only for the Borough in 
which the Fariſh to which he has been 
ſo adjudged to belong is ſituate: And 
every Officer ſerving in the Militia, 
who ſhall have delivered in to the Clerk 
of the Peace his Qualification, ſhall, du- 
ring the Time he is embodied, be en- 


re ee en. 
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titled to vote for the Election of a Mem- 
ber of Parliament only in ſuch Borough 
where ſuch Qualification, or the greater 


Part thereof, is ſituate: And every 


other Officer, Non-Commiſſioned Officer 
and Drummer of Militia ſhall during 
the Time he is embodied, be entit- 


led to vote for the Election of a Mem- 


ber of Parliament only in ſuch Borough 


in which the Pariſh he ſhall have been ſo 


adjudged to belong is fituate: And 
every Private Militia Man, while he is em- 
bodied, ſhall be entitled to vote for the 

Election of a Member of Parliament only 
for the Borough in which the Pariſh he 
ſhall then be ſerving for is fituate. And 


the Clerk of the Peace in each County 
where the Militia is or ſhall be raiſed ſhall 


on the Firſt of Auguſt next make out a 
Certificate of the Qualification delivered to 
him of each Officer who ſhall then be ſer- 

— ving 
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ving in the embodied Militia, and ſhall 
fign and tranſmit the ſame to the Senior 
Peace Officer of the Pariſh, in which the 
faid Qualification, or the major Part there- 
of, is ſituate. 


And be it enacted, that as ſoon as the 
Lift of Candidates ſhall appear in the 
Gazette, every Officer, Non - Commiſſioned 
Officer, Warrant Officer, Drummer and 
Private Man in the Embodied Militia, 
Navy, or Army, who ſhall at that Time be 
reſiding in Great Britain, or be in any Port 
within the Kingdom, ſhall, within twen- 
ty- ſix Days after the ſaid Publication in 
the Gazette (that is, on or before the roth 
of Auguſt next) having a Right to go before 
a Juſtice of the Peace, and give his Vote in 
Favor of any Perſon who is a legal Can- 
didate for ſuch Borongh as he is entitled 
to vote. And the faid Juſtice of the 


- 
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Peace ſhall- read to ſuch Perſon a Liſt of 
the Candidates for the Borough for which 


he ſhall claim a Right to vote, as publiſhed 


in the Gazette; and alſo the Clauſes in 
this Act which inflict Penalties on Perſons 


who ſhall be found guilty of Perjury, Bri- 
bery, Corruption, or other Offences againſt / 
this Act, and which incapacitate Perſons 
convicted of certain Crimes from being 
elected, or from voting for the Election of 
a Member of Parliament; and ſhall like- 


; wile adminiger to ſuch Perſons the fol- 


lowing Oath: I A. B. do ſwear that 1 
* am a natural born Subject of Great Bri- 
oP tain, that 1 am twenty - one Vears of 
« Aye, that I am an Officer, Non-Com- 
« miſſioned Officer, Warrant Officer, 
o Drummer, or Private Man in the em- 
* bodied Militia, Navy or Army {as the 


6 Caſe may be, ſpecifying the Ship or 


Corps to which ſuch Perſon belongs) and 


that 


. 


„that I have not before voted for any 
„ other Place than that for which I now 
claim a Right to vote.” And likewiſe 
ſuch Oath or Oaths as are, or thall be, en- 
acted againſt Bribery and Corruption: 
And ſuch Juſtice of the Peace ſhall then 
take an Account of the Name, Rank, and 
Corps, of ſuch Perſon, and of the Candi- 
date for whom he ſhall vote; which Ac- 
count ſhall be ſubſcribed and ſworn to by, 
ſuch Perſon, and certified by ſuch Juſtice 
of the Peace, who thall by the next Poſt 
tranſmit the ſame to the Returning o. 
ficer of the Borough for which ſuch per- 
fon ſhall vote, ſuch Perſon paying to the 
Clerk of the ſaid Juſtice of the Peace one 
Shilling for the ſame, and no mgre. And 
the Returning Officers of the ſeveral o- 
roughs ſhall not be chargeable with any 
Duty of Poſtage for Leaders ending 
ies Certificates, 
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by this Act enabled to do. 
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And be it enacted, that one of his Majeſ- 


ty's principal Secretaries of State ſhall cauſe” 


the Gazette or Gazettes, containing thè 


ſaid Liſt of Candidates, to be tranſmitted; 


as ſoon as publiſhed, to every ating Juf="., 


tice of the Peace within the KingdonſyF 8 


Provided . chat nothing i in ths. 


. 


Act contained ſhall deprive or be conſtru- 
ed to deprive any Perſon belonging to the 


Militia, when diſembodied, from Voting in 
ſuch Borough as he ſhall think fit, in the 
ſame Manner as all other Commoners are 


And be it enacted, that the ſaid Return- 


ing Officer ſhall immediately after having 


received the Poll Books, proceed, with the 
Aſſiſtance of the Peace Officers who have 
taken the Poll Books, to examine the ſaid 
Poll So together with ſuch Certifi- 
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k cates 25 ſhall have been made to ſuch Re- 
turning Officer from Juſtices of the Peace 
of the Votes given by Perſons in the em- 

pas bodied Militia, Navy, and Army, for his 
7 Borough; and ſhall compare ſuch Certifi- 
8 cates of Votes with the Certificates be- 


9 fore tranſmitted from the Admiralty, or 
1 . War Office, of the Adjudications reſpect- 


* 


* 
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ing ſuch Right of voting; and with the 
Certificates of the Clerks of the Peace 
concerning the Qualification of Officers of 
"Militia: And ſuch of the ſaid Votes as 
ſhall appear to the ſaid Returning Officer 


to be legal Votes, ſhall be by him admit- 


ted as ſuch: And ſuch Returning Officer 
ſhall within three Days after the Election, 


declare that Candidate to be duly elected 


who thall appear from the Poll Books, and 
from the Certificate Votes, to have the 
greateft Number of legal Votes in his 


Favor, admitting ſuch as are queried, 
F 2 And 
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And the ſeveral Returning Officers ſhall, 
immediately after having made ſuch De- 
claration, make their Returns to the Pre- 5 
cepts from their reſpective High Sheriffs, _ 
And the reſpective High Sheriffs mall, =” 
immediately after receiving ſuch Returns 3 
from the Returning Officers, make their * 
Returns to the Writs from the Lord 
High Chancellor. And the Lord High . 
Chancellor ſhall cauſe a Liſt of the Names 
of the Members who are returned for — 
their reſpective Boroughs, to be publiſhed 
in the Gazette, on or before the Firſt of 
October next. 9 


*. 


And * it nated, that it ſhall be law- 
ful for every Commoner ( poſſeſſing a land- 
ed Qualification as by law directed) to 
offer himſelf as a Candidate for any Bo- 
rough within the Kingdom, and for as 


many Boroughs as he (hall think proper; 
| and 
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and if any Candidate is returned a Mem- 
ber for more than one Borough, ſuch 
Member ſhall, within fourteen Days after 
the Liſt of Members returned ſhall have 
been publiſhed in the Gazette, make his 
8 Option in Writing, directed to the Lord 
High Chancellor of England, of the Place 
for which he chuſes to ſerve. And the 
Lord High Chancellor ſhall forthwith 
Iſſue a new Writ for a new Election for 
that Borough, or thoſe Boroughs, for 
which ſuch Member hath not made his 
Option to ſerve. And in Caſe any Va- 


- _ cancy ſhall happen for any Borough pre- 


© vious to the Election of a Speaker of 
the Houſe of Commons, the Lord High 
Chancellor ſhall iſſue his Writ for fill- 
ing up ſuch Vacancy; and in Caſe any 
Vacancy ſhall happen for any Borough 
after a Speaker is choſen, the Speaker 
"Aut _ thall 
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Hall iſſue his Warrant for filling up ſuch 
Vacancy. 


And be it enacted, that when any Va- 
cancy for a Borough is to be filled up, 
ſuch Perſons only as by the Poll Books 
or Certificates ſhall appear to have actu- 
ally voted at the laſt General Election 
in or for the Borough where ſuch Va- 
cancy ſhall happen, ſhall have Right 
to vote at the Election Nan by 


ſuch Vacancy. 

And be it enacted, that the Houſe 
of Commons, ſo choſen, ſhall meet every 
Year, when ſummoned by His Majeſty's 
Proclamation for the Diſpatch of Buſi- 
neſs: That all petitions concerning un⸗ 
due Returns ſhall be preſented the firſt 
Day of the Seſſions: That the Houſe 


of Commons, immediately after ſwearing 
| their 


n *% — a * ED - 
r 


r 3 Orr —— ————ͤ% ⁸ — - — 
* 2 A — w_ i „ OP, _ » 9», — — —— * 
A * ö | N n * _ * y r rr 2 
4 * =. FR v 7 2 a * — . - 2 
- - . N * _— 4 _ m K * q I K a 
——— . Py | 8 WF" 9 . — ada. A At CSRS—_ — * A — ——̃ — — 
ö 4 * g * * * ** * * IF N 7 9 * — N I — F 0 4 — 
” 


_ . geo. „„ ee wa. -— 
, ">. "= . 
* R 4 4 
- 1%. "cd A yg 


3 


their Members, ſhall proceed to chuſe 
Committees, as by Law directed, to de- 
cide Elections againſt which petitions ſhall 
have beeen preſented: That no other Buſi- 
neſs ſhall be proceeded on until all the 
ſaid controverted Elections ſhall be de- 
cided: That ſeveral Committees may pro- 
ceed at the ſame Time on different Elec- 
tions: That the Houſe ſhall fit and be 
called over every Day until Committees 
for all conteſted Elections ſhall be formed: 
That no Committee ſhall be allowed to fit 
longer than three Days for the Determi- 
nation of any one Election: That no 
Council for any of the parties ſhall be al- 
lowed to ſpeak after the firſt Day: And 
that the Witneſſes ſhall be examined by 
the Committee and not 8 the Council. 


And be it declared and enacted ”y the 
en —_ that the Houſe of 


Commons, 
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Commons, ſo elected, ſhall be taken and 
reputed to be the only true Repreſenta- 
tives of all the Commons of Great Britain, 
and ſhall, by the Conſent of the ſaid Re- 
preſentatives, or by the Majority of them, 
bind the Conſent of all the Commons 
of Great Britain, in all Matters and 


N Things on which the ſaid Houſe of Com- 


mons is competent to decide, and ta 
the paſſing of all ſuch Laws as Parliament 
hath a Right to enact. FA 

And be it further enacted, that the 
Houſe of Commons, ſo choſen, ſhall con- 


tinue, and be, the Repreſentatives of the 
Commons f Great Britain for one Year 


only, and no longer; to be computed from 
the firſt Day of September on which ſuch 
Election ſhall have taken Place. And that 
on the firſt Day of September in every 
Year, for ever after, (or on the ſecond of 

September 
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September when the Firſt ſhall fall on a 
Sunday) all the Commons of Great Bri- 
tain (excepting only Minors, Perſons of 
inſane Mind, and Criminals incapaci- 
tated by Law) fhall proceed to. the Elec- 
tion of new Burgeſſes, in the ſame Manner 
and Form, as herein before dire@ed to 
be obſerved for the Election of Burg 
for the Year next enſuing. 
5 +50 
And whereas the Oaths, which by this 
Act are directed to be taken, for preventing 
the Admiſſion of illegal Votes, may not be 
a ſufficient Guard againſt the ſame, utileſs 
the Breach of ſuch Oaths be attended with 
Puniſhments adequate to ſuch Offences; 
Be it enacted, that in Caſe any Perſon 
mall be duly convicted of Wilful Petjury, 
in falſely taking any of the Oaths pre- 
ſcribed by this Act, every ſuch Perſon ſhall 
be committed to the Common Goal of the 
G County 
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County where ſuch Offence ſhall have 


been committed, there to remain without 
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Bail oz Mainprize for the Space of three 

Years, and be incapable of ever voting a- 
gain in any Borough for the Election of a 
Member of Parliament. Provided always 

that every proſecution for ſuch Offence 
ſhall be commenced within twelve Calen- 
dar Months next after the ſame ſhall have 
been committed, and not afterwards. 
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And be it enacted, that no Perſon who 
has been, or ſhall be, duly convicted in 2 
Court of Law within this Realm of the 
Crimes of high Treaſon, Treaſon, Mur- 
der, Felony, Perjury, Forgery, Grand'or 
Petty Larceny, or any of them, ſhall be 
capable of being elected, or of voting for 
the Election of, a Member of Parliament in 
or for any Borough within this Kingdom. 


An 


(od F 


And be it further enacted, that if any. - 
Perſon herein directed to perform or do 
any Matter or Thing relative to the carry- 
ing this Act into Execution, ſhall neglect, 
or refuſe, to pay due Obedience thereto, 
in ſuch Manner, and at ſuch Times, as is 
and are herein preſcribed, every Perſon ſo 
oftending ſhall forfeit the Sum of Five 
Hundred Pounds to, any Perſon who ſhall. 
ſue for the ſame in any of His Majeſty's 
Courts of Record at Weſtminſter by Action 
of Debt, Bill, Plaint or Information, wheres. 
in no Eſſoin, Protection or Wager of Law. 
nor more than one Imparlance, ſhall be 
allowed. And in Caſe ſuch Offender ſhall 
be the Lord High Chancellor, or any of 
the Judges, or either of the Secretaries of - 
State, or any Clerk of the Peace, he ſhall, 
over and above ſuch Penalty, be, from the 
Time of ſuch Conviction, incapable of ever 
holding any Office of Truſt or Profit, 

G 2 Provided 
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Provided always that every Suit, Action, 
or Proſecution for ſuch Offence, ſhall be 
commenced within 12 Calendar Months 
next after the fame ſhall have been com- 
mitted, and not afterwards. 


And whereas the Peers of Scotland in the 
Parliament of Great Britain are at preſent 
elected for Seven Years, whereby the faid 
Peers of Scotland are not upon the ſame 
Footing with the Hereditary Peers of Eng- 
land, Be it enacted by the Authority afore- 
ſaid, that the Peers of Scotland ſhall, on 
the firſt Day of September next, proceed 
to the Election of ſixteen Peers to fit in 
the Parliament of Great Britain for the 
Kingdom of Scotland, and that ſuch ſixteen 
Peers ſo elected, and their Heirs Male 
ſucceeding to their Peerage, ſhall from the 
Time of ſuch Election, continue to fit and 
vote in the Parhaments of Great Britain, 

| | | as 


SQ 


as Peers of Scotland, without any new 


Ele&ion for ſuch purpoſe. And when any 
Vacancy ſhall happen, by the Extinction 
of the Male Line in any of the Peerages 
belonging to the Peers elected to repreſent 
the Peerage of Scotland in the Parlia- 
ment of Great Britain, ſuch Vacancy ſhall 
be filled up by a Peer of Scotland, to be 
choſen by the Peers of Scotland ; and the 
Peer ſo choſen, and his Heirs Male ſuc- 
ceeding to his Title, ſhall, from the Time 
of ſuch Election, continue to fit and vote 
in the Parliaments of Great Britain, as a 
Peer of Scotland, without any new Elec- 
tion for ſuch Purpoſe. 


And whereas Peers of Scotland having a 
Right to fit and vote in the Parliament-of 
Great Britain, whether by Election of the 
Peers of Scotland, or by being alſo Engliſh, 
Peers, ought not to have another Vote to 
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be repreſented in the ſaid Parliament, Be 
it enacted, that no Perſon having a Right 
to fit and vote in the Parliament of Great 
Britain, either as a Peer of England or of 
Scotland, ſhall have a Right to vote for 
the Election of a Peer of Scotland to fit 
and vote in the ſaid Parliament of Great 
Britain. 
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And 8 the Peers of Scotland, not 


elected to fit and vote in the Parliament of 
Great Britain, will have a more diſtant 


Proſpect of being ſo elected, when the 
Right of ſitting and voting is Hereditary 
in the Male Line of the Families of the 
Peers ſo elected, and when there will be no 
new Elections excepting when ſuch Peer- 
ages in the Male Line ſhall become ex- 
| tinct; and it is unreaſonable that the Peers 
of Scotland not elected as aforeſaid ſhould 
for ſo long a Time be deprived of the Ca- 


pacity 


( s5 ) 


pacity, which all other Subjects within 
the Realm have, of being created Peers of 
Great Britain, and of being elected Mem- 
bers of the Houſe of Commons: And 
Whereas it is alſo unreaſonable that the 
eldeſt Sons, and Heirs apparent, of Peers 
of Scotland ſhould not be eligible to re- 
preſent the Commons of Scotland, in the 
ſame Manner as They, and the eldeſt Sons 
and Heirs apparent of the Peers of Eng- 
land, are eligible to repreſent the Com- 
mons in England, Be it enacted by the 
Authority aforeſaid, that all Peers of 
Scotland, as likewiſe the eldeſt Sons, 
and Heirs apparent, of Peers of Scot - 
land, ſhall in future be capable of being 
created Peers of Great Britain, and of ſit- 
ting and voting in Parliament in Conſe- 
quence of ſuch Creation, and that the 
prior Poſſeſſion of a Peerage of Scotland, 


or bcing eldeſt Son, or Heir apparent, of 
a Peer 
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a Peer of Scotland, ſhall be no Bar or Hin- 
derance to ſuch new Creation. And that 
all Peers of Scotland, not elected to fit and 
vote in the Parliament of Great Britain, 
and the eldeſt Sons, and Heirs apparent, 
of Peers of Scotland, ſhall be and they are 
hereby declared to be capable of being 
choſen to repreſent the Commons of Great 


Britain, for any Borough within the 


Realm, in the ſame manner as other Per- 
fons not having a Right to fit and vote in 
the Houſe of Lords. And that the Pof- 
ſeſlion of ſuch Peerage of Scotland, or the 
being Eldeſt Sen, or Heir apparent, of a 
Peer of Scotland, ſhall be no Bar or Hin- 
drance to fuch Ele&ion, in any Borough 
or Place within the Realm. 


Form 


( 187 )) 


Form of the Writ to be iſſued by the Lord 
High Chancellor, on ar before the'1 5th 
of April every Year, to the High Sheriff 
of each County, and to the Chief Ma- 
giftrate of each City, being 4 n -d 

 tfelf, in Great Britain. 


EORGE the Third, by the Grace of | 
I God of Great Britain, France and 
Ireland, King, Defender of the Faith, and 
ſo forth. To the Sheriff of the County 
(or City) of. Greeting. Whereas 
by the Advice and Aſſent of our Coun- k 
cil for certain arduous and Argent Af- | 
fairs, concernin gus, the State and Defence 
of our Kingdom of Great Britain, and 
the Church, we have ordered a certain 
Parliament to be holden at our City of 
Weſtminſter on the Day of 
next enſuing, then and there to treat and 
H have 
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( 38) 


have Conference with the Prelates and 
Great Men and Peers of our Realm, 
Therefore we command and ſtrictly en- 
join you, that vou cauſe Proclamation 
of the Day and Place aforeſaid to be 


made in your next County Court to be 


holden after the Receipt of this our Writ, 
and that within four Days after receiv- 


ing this our Writ, you iſſue your Precept 


to the Head Conſtable or Senior Peace 
Officer for the Time being, of each Bo- 
rough within your County (or City) for 
the Election of one Member to ſerve 
in Parliament for ſuch Borough, direct- 
ing him, on the iſt of September next, 
to cauſe one Burgeſs of the moſt ſuffi- 
cient and diſcreet, freely and indifferent- 
ly, to be elected by thoſe who ſhall be 
preſent at ſuch Election, according to 
the Form of an Act paſſed in the 

Vear of our Reign entitled“ « An Act 


* ſor 


(+ 59”) 


& for declaring and reſtoring the natural, 
© unalienable and equal Right of A 
© the Commons of Great Britain (In- 
« fants, Perſons of inſane Mind, and 
« Criminals incapacitated by Law, only 
* excepted) to vote in the Election of 
their Repreſentatives in Parliament: 
« For regulating the Manner of ſuch 
98 Elections: F or reſtoring annual Par- 
« liaments: For giving an Hereditary 
«« Seat to the Sixteen Peers which ſhall 
* be dleted for Scotland: And for 
« eſtabliſhing more equitable, Regula- 
* tions concerning the Peerage of Scot- 
land.“ And the Names of thoſe Bur- 
geſſes ſo to be elected (whether they be 
preſent or abſent) you cauſe to be in- 
ſerted in certain Indentures to be there- 
upon made between you and thoſe who 
ſhall be preſent at ſuch Election, and 
them at the Day and Place aforeſaid, 


you, 


( @ ) 


you cauſe to come in ſuch manner, that 
the ſaid Burgeſſes for themſelves and 
the Commonalty of the ſaid Boroughs, 
may have from them full and ſuffi- 
_ cient Power to do and conſent to thoſe 
Things which then and there by the 
Common Council of our ſaid Kingdom 
(by the Bleſſing of God) ſhall happen 
to be ordained upon the aforefaid Af- 
fairs, ſo that for Want of ſuch Power, 
through an improvident Election of the 
faid Burgeſſes, the aforeſaid Affairs may 
in no wiſe remain unfiniſhed, Will- 
ing nevertheleſs that neither you nor 
any other Sheriff of this our ſaid King- 
dom be in any wiſe elected. And that 
the Elections, in the full Boroughs in 
your County, ſo made diſtinctly and 
openly under your Seal and the Seals 
of thoſe who ſhall be preſent at ſueh 


Election, you do certify to us in our 


Chancery, 


G 


Chancery, at the Place aforeſaid, imme- 
diately after Returns ſhall have been 
made to your Precepts from the afore- 
ſaid Head Conſtables or Senior Peace 
Officers of each Borough within your 
ſaid County, (or City) remitting to us 
one Part of the aforeſaid Indentures an- 
nexed to theſe Preſents, together with 
this Writ, Witneſs ourſelf at Weſt⸗ 
minſter the Day of in the 
Vear of out Reign. 
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Form of the Precept to be iſſued by the 
| High Sheriff of each County, and by the 
Chief Magiſtrate of each City, being a 
County of itſelf, in Great Britain, every 
Year, within four Days after receiving 
the Writ from the Lord High Chancel- 
tor, to the Head Conſtable or Senior Peace 
Officer, for the Time being, of each Bo- 
rough within his County or City. © 
— to wit} A. B. Eſqr. Sheriff of the 
County (or City) aforeſaid, To the Head 
Conſtable or Senior Peac e Officer of 
the Borough of in my ſaid Coun- 


ty (or City) Greeting. By Virtue of 
his Majeſty's Writ under the Great Seal 
of Great Britain to me directed for elec- 
ting a Burgeſs to ſerve in the Parliament 

to 


* 
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to be holden at the City of Weſtminſter 
on the Day of next enſuing, for 
the Borough of aforeſaid, Theſe are 
therefore to will and require you that 
you make Proclamation within the ſaid 
Borough of the Day of Election, and 
cauſe freely and indifferently to be 
elected one Burgeſs of the moſt ſuffi- 
eient and diſcreet, by thoſe who ſhall 
be preſent at ſuch Election, according 
to the Form of an Act paſſed in the 

Vear of our Reign, 
entitled * An Act for declaring and re- | 
** ſtoring the natural, unalienable, and 
* equal Right of ALL, the Commons of 
Great Britain (Infants, Perſons of in- 
* ſane Mind, and Criminals incapacitated 
„by Law, only excepted) to vote in the 
Election of their Repreſentatives in 
Parliament: For regulating the Manner 
* of ſuch Elections: For reſtoring annual 


' Parliaments 
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« Parliaments : For giving an Hereditary 
Seat to the Sixteen Peers which ſhall be 
« Elected for Scotland: And for eſta- 
* bliſhing more equitable | Regulations 
* concerning the Peerage of Scotland,” — 
And the Name of the ſaid Burgeſs fo 
elected (whether he ſhall be preſent or 
abſent) you cauſe to be inſerted in certain 
Indentures to be made between me and 
thoſe who ſhall have Intereſt in ſach Elec- 
tion, and that you cauſe Him tobe and 
appear at his laid Majeſty's Parliament to 
be holden at the ſaid City of Weſtminſter 
on the ſaid Day of next en- 
ſuing, fo that the ſaid Burgeſs may have 
full and ſufficient Power for himſelf and 
the Commonalty of the ſaid Borough, to 
do and confent tothoſe Things which of 
the Common Council of the ſaid Realm 
-ſhall be requiſite and neceſſary to be done. 
2D | 7 And 


('6 ) 

And you are not to ele& me or any other 
Sheriff of Great Britain. And the faid 
Election you are forthwith to certify to 
me, ſending to me one Part of the faid 
Indentures annexed to this Precept that L 
may certify the ſame to his Majeſty in 
Chancery. Herein fail not. Given under 
the Seal of my Office this Day of 

in the Lear of the Reign of our Sove- 
reign Lord George the Third, of Great 
Britain and ſo forth, and in the Year of 

our Lord, 


NOTE, 


HE Form of the Writs and Precepts: 
ſtill in uſe, (which is ſuppoſed to 

be very antient,) has been adhered to as 
wuch as poſſible. And it is remarkable 
f . that 
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that theſe Writs to the Sheriff ſtill dire& 
that all the Members for the County, 
and for every City, and for every Borough 
in his County, all be elected by thoſe wo 

at the Proclamation (to be made in the 
County Court) ſha!! be preſent, according 

to the Form of the Statute in ſuch caſe 

made and provided : Indentures are to be 

made between the Sheriff and zhoſe who 

ſhall be preſent at ſuch Election: the Election 
is to be made in His full County diſtinctly 
and openly and the Members are to come 

in ſuch manner that they may have for them- 
ſelves and the Common ally of their reſpective 
Boroughs, &c. ſufficient Power to do and 

conſent to thoſe Things which by the Com- 
mon Council of the Kingdom may happen to 
be ordained upon the ſaid affairs (on which 
Parliament is ſummoned) ſo that for want 
1 Such Power, through an improvident 
Election 


( 67 ) 


 Eltetion of them, the ſaid affairs may in ns 
wiſe remain unfiniſhed. 


The Precept from the Sheriff alſo di- 
reds the returning Officers of Cities and 
Boroughs that two Members ſhall ſpeedi- 
ly and indifferently be Elected by thoſe] wha 
ſhall be preſent at the ſaid Electian accord- 
ing to the Form of the Statute in ſuch 
Caſe made and provided. 
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